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BEFORE THE
| LLI NO S COMMERCE COMM SSI ON

IN THE MATTER OF:
CAM LLE R. SCHURER
v
COMVONWEALTH EDI SON COMPANY

Conplaint as to service in Cook

N N N N N N N N N N

County, Illinois.
Chi cago, Illinois
March 20, 2008
Met pursuant to notice at 1:00 p.m
BEFORE:
MS. LESLI E HAYNES, Adm nistrative Law Judge.
APPEARANCES:
MS. CAM LLE R. SCHURER
7042 North Hi awat ha Avenue
Chi cago, Illinois 60646
appeared pro se, telephonically;
MR. MARK L. GOLDSTEI N
108 W I nmot Road, Suite 330
Deerfield, Illinois 60015
appeared for Comobnweal th Edi son
Conpany.
SULLI VAN REPORTI NG COMPANY, by

Teresann B. Giorgi, CSR

No. 07-0557
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W TNESSES:

DI RECT CROSS

BY EXAM NER

NONE

STAFF' S

NONE

EXHI BI' TS

FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON

| N EVI DENCE
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JUDGE HAYNES: Pursuant to the direction
of the Illinois Commerce Conmm ssion, | now cal
Docket 07-0557. This is the complaint by Camlle

Schurer versus Conmmonweal th Edi son Conpany.

May | have the appearances for the
record, please, starting with the hearing room here
i n Chicago.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: On behalf of Conmonweal th
Edi son Conmpany, Mark L. Goldstein, 108 W I nmot Road,
Suite 330, Deerfield, Illinois 60015. My telephone

nunmber is 847-580-5480.

Al'so on the line from ConmEd is John
Pari se.
JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. On the phone -- did you
want to put an appearance in?

MR. WALSH: Yeah, [I'Il go on the record.

My nanme is Kevin Wal sh. " m here on
behalf of Cam |l e Schurer as the representative of
W | dwood Comunity Association. She's asked ne to
show up on behalf of her.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay.

And on the tel ephone?

26



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MS. SCHURER: |"m Cam ||l e Schurer. My address
is 7042 North Hi awat ha Avenue, Chicago,
773-763-6070; however, today it would be
772-546-6925.

MR. SCHURER: And Robert Schurer.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. The last tinme the parties
had agreed to get together for a nmeeting with the
Schurers, ComEd, the alderman, the community
association, and | was just wondering if sonebody
could bring that to-date, if anything was resol ved
t here, or what's going on?

MS. SCHURER: Well, I will tell you about the
meeting | have attended since our meeting and that
was with a neighbor and M. Parise and M. Gonmez
from ComEd and one other gentleman, | do not recal
his name. At that time we discussed an on-site
meeting where -- Kevin, maybe you renmenber that
gentl eman's nanme, the young fellow that came out to
the site.

MR. WALSH: | believe it was Mark, one of the
engi neers from ConmEd.

MS. SCHURER: OCkay. And at that tinme we
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di scussed what other solution or other possibilities
to the overhead power |ines on Hi awat ha Avenue. And
that was nmy only meeting that has been in
di scussi on. | understand there was -- and | know
there was a meeting at W | dwood. The conmmunity
organi zation and the alderman attended that on
March 11t h. My husband was at that meeting. And
they were tal king about burying lines at the
community's cost. They were going to |et people
know the cost of doing that. To this point, there
IS no resolve.

| did ask for discovery itens of
M. Gol dstein. And there were 21 questions. And ny
answers from him are, 17 of those 21 answers were
objections. So |I can't make any progress with
obj ections. The other questions that were answered
were included attachments, which were not included.
Al so, there was a |list of the power outages and that
was incorrect.

Now, there was one question answered,
and that's the question | want to address. It was

Question No. 10 --
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me”?

for

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. Wait a second.

Does sonmebody have a copy of this for

MS. SCHURER: Well, if you don't have a copy --
JUDGE HAYNES: Hol d on. | think they're | ooking
one. Hold on.
Does sonebody have one?
MR. WALSH: Do you want to view it?
JUDGE HAYNES: Yes.
Do you have nore copies,
Gol dstein?
MR. WALSH: (I'ndicating.)
JUDGE HAYNES: Do you have another copy now for
Wal sh?
MR. WALSH: That's okay.
JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. Go ahead. Question 10.

MS. SCHURER: Question 10 was, | asked, the

dates, the reasons for a portion of Niles,

Bunker Hill, being added to the North Edgebrook
circuit.

The answer was, Portion of Bunker
Hill, Niles, was added in 2002. ConEd' s capacity
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pl anni ng department routinely shifts |oad and switch
the system to bal ance system | oading. And | want to
call serious attention to the fact that from that
time our problems intensified.

| just want them to please go back and
take a | ook at that change. | can't technically
make comments, but | know we intensified. | ' ve been
living through those power outages.

And, then, one nore coment. An
article that appeared in our |ocal paper on the 15th
of March, and it was the neeting attended by the
al derman and the community association, M. and
Ms. Orr, where ConkEd has told the association that
the 41st Ward, that's us, has the |east reliable
power supply in the city, and that is on the city's
radar.

That's all | really have to say.

There has been no resolve in this, as much as people
are meeting, and | do believe, cooperating. | just
want to address those two things that m ght help us
to get i1inprovement.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. Was there a nmeeting with
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t he al derman?

MS. SCHURER: On March 11th. And Kevin Wal sh --
| don't know if you were there, but | know ny
husband, Bob Schurer, was.

MR. SCHURER: The meeting that we tal ked about
at the first hearing, that meeting never took place.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. And | don't remenber
exactly, but when does ConEd intend to start doing
this construction?

MR. PARI SE: We've actually stopped the
construction at this point in time, based on the
alderman’'s instructions.

JUDGE HAYNES: Oh, so it was started --

MR. PARI SE: It's been put on hold. It has not
been done.

That's correct.

MR. WALSH: | have spoken to the al derman
numerous times on this matter. And he is,
obvi ously, against it because the community is
agai nst the above-ground poles, the four utility
pol es.

The North Edgebrook Community
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Associ ation had a meeting with the alderman -- a
public meeting, the alderman, ComEd and 40, 45
people were there on March 11th.

And, John, were you at that meeting?

MR. PARI SE: No, | was not, Kevin.

MR. SCHURER: | was there, Kevin.

MS. SCHURER: Bob was there.

MR. WAL SH: Okay. | guess ConEd has agreed to

provide us with some cost, where in the past they
weren't going to give it to us. They've agreed to
provide us with some cost to bury the |lines and how
many people can or would contribute -- could legally
contri bute, | believe, because we don't know if the
whol e grid has to be charged, or just the specific
people that are affected by the outages.
| believe ComEd was going to get back

to us and provide that. And then we were going to
go back to the community and see if, in fact, it was
feasible to do that, to bury those I|ines.

(Wher eupon, people were

tal king on the phone.)

JUDGE HAYNES: You know, on the telephone here,
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we don't know -- can't tell the difference between
M. Parise and M. Schurer. So if you could
identify yourself before you start.

MR. SCHURER: |"m sorry. This is Robert
Schurer.

At the meeting it was decided that
they were to provide us with two cost studies, one
was to bury the cable down Hi awat ha and one to bury
t he cabl e down Tahoma.

MR. WALSH: Right. And | guess -- so we could
determ ne how much per household it would cost.
MR. WALSH: Right.

So | guess, at |east ny understanding
from the North Edgebrook Association, our
associ ati on and the couple hundred people |I've
tal ked to, we'd rather wait for those figures to
come in before we would want ComEd to even consider
putting up the poles. And | know ConmEd has put the
work on hold per the al der man. | think we're
waiting on those figures in order to kind of make
our decision, because we don't know if it's going to

be feasible and how many people can absorb the cost.

33



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

|f there's 500 people and the figure is 60,000, then
that may be feasible that ComEd let's us pay it over
a year's time on our bill. But we don't know that
yet, so.

Today's neeting is kind of premature,
sort to say, until we get those figures and everyone
can get back together. Because it is clearly
evident and the al derman has stated that he wl
not, not allow, as much power as he has, he wil
not allow those poles to be there, but | understand
the ICC can mandate those poles to go on there.

They can override the alderman, is that correct?

JUDGE HAYNES: |'d have to think about it. How
about that?

MR. WALSH: What we're |l ooking to do, and |
think the Schurers would agree with me, is that --
and John, hopefully, you're on-board, we don't want
any construction to start with any type of poles
until we can evaluate both of the different
scenarios, on burying the cable underground. And,
also, there's -- obviously, there's problems in the

past. We've been | ucky. | know ComEd has done sone
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infrastructure. We've been l|lucky, there's been no
out ages in, you know, call it two and a half, three

mont hs.

MR. SCHURER: December 23rd was the |ast outage.

MR. WAL SH: December 23rd. So we're going on
t hree mont hs.

It's possible that some of the
infrastructure ComeEd has done, in conjunction with
the tree trimm ng, may have cured some of the
problems, or temporarily, but we would ask that
ConEd halt their plan to add utility poles on
Hi awat ha until we can, in fact, evaluate the two
scenarios, once they're provided to us from ConEd.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. So when does ComEd intend
to provide sonme information on the cost of this?
MR. PARI SE: Leslie, this is John Parise
speaki ng.

After that neeting on the 15th or the
11th, we had a powwow, and | guess there was sonme
m scommuni cati ons because we've given the costs out
at high level, how much it's going to cost to go

under ground.
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If the people of that area want a hard

number, sonmething that we have to live by, we're
going to need a deposit fromthem to do that.
MR. SCHURER: This is Robert Schurer.
At the meeting they said that they
woul d do those cost studies for us.

MR. PARI SE: | talked to the engi neering

department, they have to outsource this. They don't

have the manpower to do that. And they said there's

going to be a charge for that. That's what they

told ne.

MR. SCHURER: Well, that's new informti on. And

t hat was not determ ned at the meeting that way.

MR. PARI SE: | wasn't at the meeting, Bob, you
know, so.

MR. SCHURER: " m sorry.

MR. PARI SE: | wasn't at the neeting.

MR. SCHURER: No, | know you weren't, but | was
there. And they did not -- | mean, they said that
they would do the -- they were to determ ne the two

costs and get back to us, and also determ ne the

number of househol ds affected, so then we could
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di vide out the cost by the househol ds.

MR. PARI SE: You know, that's really not the
busi ness ConmEd is in. And | can assure you guys
that in all cases if we do a hard number estimte
and give you exactly something we'll live by, we'd

charge the customer up front.

The monies that we charge you, if you
go forward -- or nmove forward and do the work, are
applied toward the job.

Now, if you don't do the work and you
don't want to go underground because it's cost
prohi bitive, that's okay, but you're going to have
to pay the cost to engineer that job.

MS. SCHURER: Well, why didn't they say --

MR. PARI SE: | don't know.

MS. SCHURER: This is so just not productive.
It's just -- it doesn't allow us to go anywhere.
When they have a meeting, they ask the conmmunity to
come forward. They bring the alderman in. They
bring in your people. How much of a waste is that?

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay.

MS. SCHURER: And then people that represented
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your conmpany tell the community they're going to
provide this information per household, and the
cost, and now you - -
MR. PARISE: This is the first |1've heard that.
MS. SCHURER: -- and where are we? How can you
go anywhere when the cart is before the horse and no

one knows what's happeni ng?

MR. PARISE: Well, | could speak for ComEd
t oday.

MR. WALSH: Well, John, we had a representative
form ComEd. So within a week --

MR. PARI SE: Who made that statement?

Can you tell me, Kevin?

MR. WALSH: Ruben Gonez.
MR. SCHURER: Yes. Il will verify that.
MR. WALSH: That's what | mean.

You know, we're trying to work with
you guys. You know, we don't have 1200 people
calling the alderman's office. W're trying to work
with you guys. We've listened to you. W've
listened to your district guy. Ruben Gonmez told us

what he was going to do. The people were happy with
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t hat scenari o. Now, it's a week | ater. |'ve got to
go back and tell them Hey, wait a mnute, that
isn't the solution. ComEd lied to us --

JUDGE HAYNES: Vi t . Vi t . Vi t .

M. Parise, what you're tal king about

for the down paynment, is that for them to have an
actual nunmber, per household, what they will be
charged?

MR. PARI SE: No. No. That would be the cost to
do the underground service in lieu of the overhead.
JUDGE HAYNES: Ri ght .
But, | nmean --
MR. PARI SE: You see, they have to engi neer
t hat .
JUDGE HAYNES: Ri ght .

But what you're tal king about, they
have to give a down payment for that engineering
study so that each house finds out what they would
owe?

MR. PARI SE: No. No. That's just to see what
the job costs. Strictly, what does the job cost.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ri ght .
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MR. PARI SE: From that, if they know they have
1100 households in there, they can just divide by
each househol d.

JUDGE HAYNES: Now, didn't you say sonething
about some high |evel nunber that --

MR. PARI SE: Yeah. We gave them a high | eve
number. | think it was between 75 and 100.

JUDGE HAYNES: 75 and 100 - -

MR. WALSH: Thousand.

MR. PARI SE: Thousand.

MR. WALSH: But that's only one scenario.
There's another scenario, we don't have a number.

JUDGE HAYNES: And that's for all --

MR. PARI SE: VWhich is the other one, Kevin?

MR. WALSH: The one that dead-ends at Tahoma.
Your engineer rolled it out. He brought his
measuring out there. And it was half the
di stance -- the underground portion was half of what
it would be on Hiawatha. So do | assume that that's
half the price? Do | get to assunme that? Because
if it is half the price, then obviously we would

take the Tahoma alternative.
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But Ruben Gomez said that we would --
you know, one, | understand you're giving a high
| evel price, but going from 75,000 to 100, 000,
that's a 25 percent increase. | mean, there has to

be a little better formula that ConmEd uses -- |

mean, because if you're going to tell me that and it

goes to 125 --

MR. PARI SE: You know what, Kevin, it could.

MR. WALSH: But how are we supposed to come to
an agreement between the comunity associ ations and
the alderman and ComEd -- if you're telling me it's
75,000 and | go to all the househol ds and say, Hey,
it's 75,000, and then you send ne a bill for 150,
| "' m going to be running down the freeway with 400
peopl e chasing nme.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. So what M. Parise said
was, in order to get a better nunber you'd have to
pay the down payment for the engineering to get the
actual number.

(Wher eupon, parties were
tal ki ng over each ot her

on the phone.)
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MS. SCHURER: \Why, then, M. Parise, didn't you
go to the meeting on March 11th?

MR. PARI SE: | wish | were there. Next time
"1l make sure |I'Ill go.

MS. SCHURER: Why was M. Gomez allowed to say
to the residents there that they were to take care
of the cost per househol d.

' m going to put ny husband on,
because he was actually at the meeting.

MR. PARI SE: Sure. Sure.

MR. SCHURER: Judge, and John, | think what you
need at the meeting is someone besides Ruben Gomez.
First of all, he tried to intim date the 40 people
that were there into the poles on Hi awat ha. He
said, We've got the nmoney all ocat ed. If you don't
do it, the noney is going to be taken away. He was
trying to intimdate people to do that.

When he presented the other options,

either he was a very disorganized person, he doesn't

communi cate well with the crowd, and | think, John,
you need a better representative at the meetings,

t hen, that can say to us, Look, if we've got to do
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t he engi neering study, then, you as the association
have to put up this noney. That was not
communi cat ed.

There were roughly 40 people at that
meeting. And there was not one person there that
said, Go ahead with the Hi awat ha pol es. Every
person there said, We do not want the poles on
Hi awat ha.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. So | have another question
for M. Parise.

| assume that no down payment is
required to tell another high level estimate for the
shorter route and also the number of houses affected
for each way.

MR. PARI SE: Yes, that's part of nmy notes, as a
matter of fact, your Honor.

JUDGE HAYNES: So you do have that information?

MR. PARI SE: No. ' m going to try to find that
out .

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay.

MR. PARI SE: | have to get back to the fol ks on
t hat .
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JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay.

MR. PARI SE: But | think the same way, Kevin, if
it's half the distance, | would think it would be
hal f the money.

MR. WAL SH: | understand that. But | was just
going to bring that point up. You're telling me 75

to 100, but it could go to 150. So these high |evel

qguotes -- | don't understand how that could even be
a quote.

JUDGE HAYNES: You know what al so woul d be
hel pful, M. Parise, if you could tell how nmuch this

down payment would be -- how much they would have to
pay to get this engineering study to decide if they

want to go ahead with it.

MR. PARI SE: | thought they said a thousand
dol | ars.

JUDGE HAYNES: A thousand dollars divided over
how many peopl e?

MR. PARI SE: Well, I'lIl find out.
MR. WALSH: | al so have a questi on. John, I'm
sure there has to be sonme formula ComEd uses to

cal cul ate underground. They can't -- there would
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have to be a way to narrow, at |east, within 20

percent . | can't see you giving a quote for 75 and
then getting a bill for 150.
MR. PARI SE: "' m not saying that. | don't know.

You know, high |level quotes are just that kind of -
utilities sit down and engi neer the job. They don'
know what it's going to be. They can give you a
bal |l park. And that's why it's a ballpark, you
know.

If you're really serious about gettin
the job done, whatever, you folks all agree -- but
keep in mnd, too, that if you get an estimate for
under ground Hi awat ha, that's one price. And i f you
want another price for the installation on Tacoma
(sic), there'll be a separate price and a separate
down payment.

MR. WAL SH: Okay. And ny question also, John,
would be -- that's fine. | understand there's two
different engineering reports.

My question is, Ruben said the money
has been set aside for the inmprovenents. I f we go

ahead and agree to get the study done to do the

t

g
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underground, and we get a price let's say at 75, how
much money actually has been set aside that Ruben is
dangling in front of us? Has ComEd got 25,000 set
aside for this inprovement? 50,000? And whatever

t hat dollar anmount is, do we get that credited
towards the difference, because you would have spent
t hat noney putting up the poles anyway. And,

obvi ously, you have a capital inmprovement doll ar

amount. We'd |like to know what your dollar amount
is to run the four overhead pol es.
MR. PARI SE: That would have been part of the
past . Let nme talk on that for a second, if |I mght.
Number one, Ruben was really telling
the truth. We schedule jobs in construction and we

all ocate noney for those jobs, okay? |If we pull
t hat out of the works, and we're not going to do
t hat job, that noney goes towards some other job and
we'd have to sonehow -- if we decide we're going to
go with that, find the funds for that, to do the
] ob.

So if you guys were to want to do this

rat her quickly and get the estimates for
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underground, | can nost assuredly say that whatever

the difference is in the overhead versus the

underground, will be the difference that you fol ks

had to pay, okay?

Once we |l ose that job in the schedul e,

and we give the noney to some other job, if you

folks still want to go underground, |'m not sure

we'll be able to take that off. 11 find it
That's anot her question | have.

MR. WALSH: Well, John --

out .

MR. PARI SE: Just to be up front, if we don't

move forward with this job --

MR. WALSH: -- it really seens like it's turning

into a one-way street here. W're willing to work

with you. Now all of a sudden, it seems |ike you

can't give us a price. W've got to pay for the

price (sic), | understand. But, now --

MR. SCHURER: They're doing what they want
do.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. Okay. One person at
time. The court reporter here --

MR. SCHURER: " m sorry.

to

a
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MR. WALSH: Yeah, John, let nme finish.

It just seenms |ike now, you know,
we're working with you. You know, you sent Ruben
Gomez there. We didn't send himthere. If he's
spilling out bad information, that's not our fault,
that's ComEd's fault.

But now to say, if we don't hurry up
and do this, we're going to |ose the money, | think
it's really turning into a one-way street. W've
tried to keep the alderman out of it. We've tried
to keep 1200 residents out of it for now so we can

resolve this. But how do | keep going back to

peopl e and saying, Well, ConmEd |ied, or, Ruben
shoul dn't have said that. Ruben shouldn't have said
t his. | think at sonme point ConmEd has got to kind
of bend and work with us a little bit. W' ve been
patient for four years -- or seven years with these
out ages.

You can't rush us into making a
deci si on about spending 75 to $100, 000, hol ding the

wor k order over our heads, saying if we don't make a

decision right away -- | don't think that's right.
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And | think the Judge would agree with nme.

MS. SCHURER: And, also -- it's Cam |l e Schurer.

VWhat is the secret about the all ocated

money? That would certainly help people to make a

better deci sion.

And, Judge, there's too much vagueness

here. And we, of course, are the people that have
been suffering. It isn't seven years. lt's, like,
15 and 20 years. And | don't want to go into that.
We're only going to talk about 2007.

But | want to go back to when you
added Bunker Hill to the circuit in 2002, you
intensified our problems. Go back there for your
study and find out what happened, and remove them
and take them off and change things. Maybe it
doesn't even involve underground.

And al so, it has been said, after we
do all of this, we may not have a solution to the
outages. So we're the residents that are suffering
here. And no one is ever going to agree to those
over head pol es because, first of all, you are then

going to surround us on three sides with poles.
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No one has tal ked about the
el ectromagnetic fields. Everyone wants to say, Oh,
that's nothing. Well, it's something, and it's a
heal th hazard. And in addition to the
el ectromagnetic fields, you then mess with the
eval uation of our honmes. And that's real.

And | want to go back to the 20 vague
answers from M. Gol dstein.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. You know, Ms. Schurer, if
you want -- you are free to file a motion to conpel,
if you feel that the Company's answers to your data
requests have not been thorough --

MR. WAL SH: Can | make a suggestion?

JUDGE HAYNES: -- okay, Ms. Schurer? And then
the Company will tell us why they have given the
responses they have given.

However, you have listed this
No. 10 -- mentioned this No. 10 several times today.
What is it that -- are you saying that the response
to No. 10 isn't conplete?

MS. SCHURER: No. ' m saying that the response

is an indicator of why they should go back and think
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about their action there in adding a portion of

Ni |l es' Bunker Hill to our | oad. Our problems, as of

that time in 2002, intensified with our outages.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. So if any of the Conmpany's

responses to your data requests are not to your
satisfaction, you're free to file the notion to
conpel , okay?

MS. SCHURER: Ckay. Motion to conpel, is that
what you're calling it?

JUDGE HAYNES: Yes.

MS. SCHURER: Okay. And who do | do that with?

JUDGE HAYNES: You file it with the Chief
Clerk's Office, and just enunmerate what you take

issue with with M. Goldstein's responses.

And | have a question for M. Parise.

That 75 to $100, 000 number you gave,
is that the total estimated price for this job, or
is that just the additional that these custoners
woul d owe on top of the money the Conpany has
al ready all ocated?

MR. PARI SE: That would be the additional

dol | ars.
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JUDGE HAYNES: The additional dollars.

MR. PARI SE: Ri ght. The difference of
underground versus overhead for that job.

MR. WALSH: And how nuch is your original budget

right now, not the additional part? Do you

estimate --

MR. PARI SE: | have no idea, Kevin.

MR. WALSH: Ckay. Here's what | -- | mean,
obvi ously nothing is going to get resolved today,

John.
MR. PARI SE: What | think we need to do today,

then, is talk about scheduling the evidentiary

heari ng.
MR. WALSH: Well, what | was going to ask,
before we go there is, if you could get us a price

on how much it would cost us just to get the

esti mat e.
MR. PARI SE: | can get that for sure. | can get
t hat very quickly.

MR. WALSH: And then | would ask one nore thing.
If you could hold the funds that you

have set aside, if you could talk to whoever, and
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maybe set them aside so we don't | ose them for
maybe six nonths. If we can get a price, then, at

| east, we can make a decision. W can't even make a
decision without a price. W don't even know how
much it's going to cost us to get the price.

MR. PARI SE: "1l tell you what. "1l get you a
price to engineer the job, a hard price, this week.
MS. SCHURER: And how about -- it's Camlle.

How about the additional cost to
residents and how they're going to break that down
mont hly for the community. That's inportant.

MR. PARI SE: | think, Camlle -- John Parise.

| think you folks are going to have to
do that. | don't think we want to even get involved
in that.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. So, M. Parise, you're
going to get themthe cost to engineer it, what
that's going to cost them You're going to get them
a high level cost estimate on the shorter route, and
t he number of customers affected --

MR. WALSH: Well, John, the only reason why I

ask that is because Ruben Gomez said he would have
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to provide us with how many people can pay for it.
MR. PARI SE: You know what | can get you guys, |

can tell you how many customers are on that feeder,

| believe. And then we can just do it -- you know,

if it's $100, 000, and you got 100 people, it's a

t housand a person.

MS. SCHURER: We need that information, John.

MR. PARI SE: "1l see if | can get that. I f you
fol ks can hold on for one second, I'll try and cal
and see if | can get those nunmbers for you right

now.
MR. SCHURER: Well, why don't you put it al
t oget her, John. | think it would be better.
MR. PARI SE: The only nunbers |'m going to get
for you, up front, are the costs to engi neer the
] ob.
MR. SCHURER: But 1'd say, if we can get it al
t ogether at one time, it would be better.
MR. PARI SE: VWhat |'m saying is, the only thing
| can get up front is the cost to engi neer the job.
JUDGE HAYNES: Well, you also need a high level

estimate on the shorter route.
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MR. PARISE: Right. Right.

JUDGE HAYNES: And if you can come up with the
number of customers affected on that feeder |ine.
Okay.

MR. WALSH: This is Kevin Wl sh

Maybe you know the answer. What is a
"high level quote"? |1Is that the highest it can be
or --

JUDGE HAYNES: It means it m ght be wrong.

MR. PARI SE: It's just a high level, Kevin.
It's just a ball park. Here's what it's probably
going to cost you.

MR. WALSH: Okay.

MR. PARI SE: That's why -- | even hate sonetines
to see people give high |level quotes out, because
what if a job comes in at 150, |like you said, and
you told everybody a 100.

MS. SCHURER: This is Cam | e.

They' ve made us suffer for years. How
about everything that they've ruined on us in our
brown (sic) outs and our spoiled groceries and our

computers and our appliances that had short ed.
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JUDGE HAYNES: And if the community decides to
go ahead with the engineering study and pay for the
engi neering study, there's no obligation to go ahead
with anything. They're just going to find out how
much this costs at that point, right?

MR. PARI SE: That's correct. And if they decide
to go with the engineering on the underground --

JUDGE HAYNES: Ri ght .

MR. PARISE: -- the money they spent will be
taken off the job.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay.

And how | ong do these engi neering
studi es take?

MR. PARI SE: | don't know the man-hours. I
can't talk to that. It won't be months. lt' Il be
weeks.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay.

MR. WALSH: Can we hold the allocated funds at
| east until we get the price to do the underground,
is that fair? Because if it's only weeks, can we at
| east get a guarantee that you'll hold those funds

until we get an actual nunber to do the underground
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wor k?

MR. PARI SE: |'d like to say "yes," but | can't
speak --

MR. GOLDSTEI N: John?

MR. PARI SE: Yes, Mark.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: | assume that every departnment

at ComkEd budgets as of the beginning of your fiscal

year. \When does your fiscal year start?
MR. PARI SE: | think it's January 1st.
MR. GOLDSTEI N: So --
MR. PARI SE: But, you see the way it works,
t hough, Mark, and | mentioned it before, is that we

budget for these jobs. If we pull this job out of
the works, in other words, we're not going to do it
they will take that money and spend it on the next
priority. MWhat they do is they prioritize based on

the reliability of the feeders, and they get the

wor st perform ng feeders first and they kind of nove

on down.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Ckay.

MR. WALSH: Can we make an exception? Because,
as you' ve said, you've put the job on hold because
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of the al der man.

MR. PARI SE: | ' m guessing the answer is "yes,"
Kevin, but | don't want to answer to that. I'11 do
the best | can. And I'lIl get you an answer as

gqui ckly as | can for that.

MR. WALSH: Okay.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay.

MR. PARI SE: | can't give you an "yes" or "no"
because |I' m not enmpowered to do that.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. MWhat | think we should do
is set it for a status, not too far out, because in
addition to the Company thinking about if they can
hold these funds, |I'm going to think about if the
Comm ssion can order the Conmpany to hold these

funds. | don't know. | have no idea. But with

this compl aint pending and -- although there is only

one conplaint filed --
MR. WALSH: As of now.

JUDGE HAYNES: -- SO0, can we, at |east,

M . Parise, not have somet hing happen to these funds

in the next couple of weeks?

MR. PARI SE: Agai n, your Honor, | can't answer
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t hat . l'd like to say "yes,"” but 1'll have to talk
to my people over here.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay.

MR. PARI SE: | ' m guessing the answer is "yes,"
but I don't want to give you an answer that m ght be
i ncorrect.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. So in the next couple of
weeks let's get together again and you'll have all
the information for people, the parties, let them
know it and let's pick a date.

MR. WALSH: Real qui ck.

John, if you get the cost to execute
t he engineering report so that we can get a cost
before that hearing, can you just forward it to me
because if it's a thousand bucks, |I'm sure we'l
just pay it so we can get the ball rolling to get
the price instead of waiting weeks.

JUDGE HAYNES: Yes. As soon as you have the
information --

MR. PARI SE: Yeah, |'ve got your e-mail address
Kevin, so | can get that information out to you, |

woul d say very quickly.
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MR. WALSH: |'d appreciate it.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay.

MR. PARI SE: Can we just take one step back just
to make sure that |'ve got everything here that you
fol ks expect from nme.

No. 1, I'm going to get the nunber of
customers inpacted on the feeder, okay?

No. 2, I'"'mgoing to find out what it
woul d cost for the engi neering on both Hi awat ha and
Tacoma - -

MR. SCHURER: Tahoma.

MR. PARI SE: -- Tahoma.

No. 3, I"'mgoing to see if we can save
t he noney.

MR. WALSH: How nmuch money was there?

JUDGE HAYNES: They're not saying.

| think that all that is relevant for
the customers is what your cost would be above and
beyond t hat.

MR. WALSH: Right.

MR. PARI SE: Correct.

JUDGE HAYNES: |'"'m sorry. Go ahead.
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MR. PARI SE: | think that's all. Am 1 m ssing
somet hi ng?

JUDGE HAYNES: Yeah. And, you know, | am
strongly encouraging you to set that money aside
until we've had some nore resolution of this and
t hese people are given an opportunity to have enough
information to make deci sions.

And the thing that | think you're
| eaving off is the ballpark estimte on the shorter
route.

MR. PARI SE: No, | had that. "' m going to make
a ball park estimate on both routes. W've got the
one on Hi awatha. We'll get Tahona.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ri ght .

And then the cost of the engineering
study on both of them

MR. PARI SE: Right.

To be honest, though, |I'm not sure
t hat ball park really hel ps us out. As Kevin
menti oned before, it's so w de.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay.

MR. PARISE: And if we do the actual engineering
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study and it comes in at 150,000, it sets a false
expectation |evel.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay.

MR. WALSH: |'d prefer not to have them

MR. PARI SE: | know.

MR. WALSH: Because if that number is floating
around - -

MR. PARI SE: Yes, exactly, Kevin.

MR. WAL SH: -- people are going to close their
mnds if it comes in higher.

JUDGE HAYNES: OCkay. Then, however you want to

deal with that.

MR. PARISE: Are we all in agreenment?
MS. SCHURER: Well, I -- this is Camlle.
| still have a few additional things I

want to ask, and that is, as you have said
repeatedly, John, | was in the room and it has been
said recently at the March 11th meeting, there is
still -- even if you do this underground, there's
still no guarantees that this will solve our

problem  And | still want to urge you to go back to

your 2002 decision to add Bunker Hill, part of
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Ni | es’ Bunker Hill, to our | oad. It intensified
with power outages at that time.

So that, in addition to everything
else we want to do, may be something that needs to
be | ooked at again.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay. Maybe, M. Parise, there
is some explanation at the Conpany of why that
woul dn't i nmprove service, or something.

MR. PARI SE: Your Honor, actually, the answer

they gave is really the only answer we can give.

JUDGE HAYNES: | see that you say you shifted
| oad.

MR. PARI SE: Ri ght. \When they shift load -- in
ot her words, like in your house, you have breakers

in your house. And if you have too many |ines on
one breaker, it could blow the breaker. So you're
going to nove some of those circuits, or sone of
your appliances from one to another to avoid that
from happening. That's virtually what we've done
here, is to rebalance the load so that it's nore

even.

"' m not an engineer. They're telling
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me that that's not an issue on there.

MS. SCHURER: Well, you can overload everything
t here.
MR. PARI SE: | think what the real issue is

here, we have a radial feed, which means we have one
line comng into your area. You're toward the end
of the line, and that's it. Wth the inclusion of
this new Iine, whether it's overhead or underground,
it's going to forma | oop, which will help to --
help all the customers out there.

You know, if the circuit goes down at
one spot, they can bring the | oad up by doing sone
shifting rather quickly. That's the difference when

you have a radial feed versus a | oop feed.

MS. SCHURER: So we will be getting a |oop feed.
MR. PARI SE: That's correct.

MS. SCHURER: And we now have a radial.

MR. PARI SE: That's correct.

MS. SCHURER: OCkay.

MR. PARISE: In other words, radial feed means

comng in from one side.

MS. SCHURER: OCkay.
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MR. PARI SE

tie it in fromthe other si

A |l oop feed means you're going to

de so that if -- let's

say a tree comes down on a wire to the north of you,

they can do some shifting and bring the power into
you from the south.

MS. SCHURER: Okay. | understand that.

MR. PARI SE: Ckay.

MS. SCHURER: And then the last thing |I want to
say is that, do you want it out there that it's
known i nformation that the 41st Ward has the | east
reliable power supply in the city? Do you want that
out there?

MR. PARI SE: Well, of course |I don't want that
out there. But if it's the truth, it's the truth.
And the truth stands on its own.

MS. SCHURER: Well, you know what, | think ConEd

woul d want to make a change

to i mprove.

MR. PARISE: Well, we are -- Camlle, we are
doing that by trying to install the |oop feed.

MS. SCHURER: Okay. Let's try to succeed then.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. So we need to pick a date,

t hen.
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MR. WALSH: John, how |long do you need to get
some of that information? Two weeks? Three weeks?
MR. PARI SE: First of all, let's clarify the
i nformati on. The information |I'm prom sing to get

to you folks, |I'm hoping to get that this week.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay.

MR. PARI SE: You know, it's the Easter holiday.
A |l ot of people are already gone. So | don't know.
My goal would be to get it -- | know Ruben has gone
on vacation this week. Down in Texas. Ni ce
weat her . ' m hoping to get it this week. | can't
prom se that. But 1'lIl prom se you one thing, |l
get it as quickly as | can.

MR. WALSH: All right. Do you want to set the
date for the week of the 14th? That gives you,

li ke, two and a half weeks, because of the holiday.
MR. PARISE: Well, let's make sure -- the
information you're tal king about is just strictly
the information on the nunmber of customers and the
amount of money to engineer -- the one or two jobs,

| didn't hear that?

JUDGE HAYNES: The engineering for both -- the
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cost for both jobs. And nobody, apparently, wants
t he ball park on the shorter route.

MR. PARI SE: Right. Okay.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay.

MR. PARI SE: OCkay. Then what I'll get is the

number of customers inpacted and the engineering

cost for both Hi awatha and Tahoma to go underground.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ri ght .

MR. PARI SE: And what it costs to engineer it
only. And, basically, that's really it, | think,
right?

JUDGE HAYNES: Yes.

MR. WAL SH: Let's say, a thousand bucks. W're

going to pay the thousand bucks. Your engi neers

wi Il put together a hard cost that ConmEd would live

by, correct?

MR. PARI SE: It would be two separate costs,
Kevin, one for Hiawatha and the other one for
Tahoma.

MR. WALSH: Ri ght . No, | understand.

MR. PARI SE: Two separate entities.

JUDGE HAYNES: And after this engineering study

67



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

is done, you would have a per household cost and who

t hat would be, right?

MR. PARI SE: | "' m hoping to get that.
The way |'m going to do it, your
Honor, is I'"mjust going to take -- like |I told you,
if it's $100, 000, and we have 1,000 people, it's
1,000 a person.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay.

MR. PARI SE: Right? 1s there another way to do
it?

MR. WALSH: No, it would be --

JUDGE HAYNES: That's fine.

MR. WALSH: | know how to do it.

MS. SCHURER: And the option on how they would
pay that. If they could pay that in an install ment
paynment .

MR. PARISE: No, that's -- to be honest,
Camlle --

MS. SCHURER: That was suggested at the
March 11th neeti ng.

MR. PARI SE: If the power is to be -- our policy

at ComEd consistently is, that we get the monies for
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these jobs up front, it's hard to collect afterward.

But | will check with upper management at ConEd to
see if they're willing to deviate from that policy.
MS5. SCHURER: Well, that was Ruben Gomez'
information on March 11th, as well.
MR. SCHURER: That they would do it over a year.
MR. PARI SE: | think what he was |ooking at, if
the al derman wants to invoke a rider, we can do it

t hat way.
MR. SCHURER: $100, 000 divided by 1,000 is $100.
MR. PARI SE: Right.
MR. SCHURER: Not $1, 000.
MR. WAL SH: Yeah, John, that would help, because
we have quite a few seniors on fixed incone there.

| mean, if we can divert it over a year, not only
would it help, it would be a much easier sell to the
1,000 or 1,200 custoners.
MS. SCHURER: This is Bob again.
| don't think it's going to be 1,000.
The engi neer at our meeting thought it was nmore in
t he range of 250 househol ds.

MR. PARI SE: | "' m not sure, to be honest with
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you. | was throwi ng numbers out there is all.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay.

MR. SCHURER: \What was being thrown around was
75,000 divided by 250 househol ds, was $300 per
household. And then Commonweal th Edi son woul d
charge that on the bill over 12 nmonths.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. So M. Parise will [|ook
into that, too, before we neet again.

MR. WALSH: Real qui ck.

| think there's some confusion there
because -- there has to be nore than 250 residents
wi thout that little triangle.

JUDGE HAYNES: Yes, but only --

MR. PARI SE: Let's not specul ate. Let me try to
find that.

MR. SCHURER: Remenber now, only north of
(1 naudi bl e).

MR. WALSH: Yeah, there still has to be nore
t han 250 homes north of Conti (phonetic). Ther e has
to be closer to 800. And that's why, originally,
Ruben wasn't sure if the other homes that aren't

af fected could even contribute to the bill. That's
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what he was going to get back to us on.

JUDGE HAYNES: Well -- and also, the only people

t hat would have this in their yards m ght be the

ones that would be paying the extra.

MR. WALSH: Well, nothing would be in the yards.

JUDGE HAYNES: | mean, the front yard.

MR. WALSH: In the parkway.

JUDGE HAYNES: Oh, so this is in the park --
it's not on people's front yards, it's the parkway
in the mddle of the street?

MS. SCHURER: The parkway is the front yard.

MR. WAL SH: You know, you have your house, the
si dewal k and the grass. It would be buried in the
gr ass.

JUDGE HAYNES: It would go through 250 people's
front yards, or a thousand --

MR. WALSH: No. It's only going to go in front

of three people's home. They've got to connect the

pole from here to here. It's 180 feet.
JUDGE HAYNES: So, we're talking about three
people's homes are affected by these aboveground

pol es?
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MS. SCHURER: It was a 400-foot span from
Hi awat ha and McAl pin (inaudible) --

MR. WALSH: It crosses --

MS. SCHURER: -- 400 feet.

MR. SCHURER: It's in front of their house,
Judge. In front of their houses. Nowhere in our

community is there a pole in front of anyone's

house. All the poles are in the rear of our houses.

And the electricity comes into our houses fromthe
rear of our houses, nothing in the front of our
houses.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay.

MR. SCHURER: This would be the first time -- it

woul d be a precedent and that's what we're trying to

st op.

MS. SCHURER: And it would also enconpass homes
on three sides.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay. But just so |I'mclear.
We're only tal king about four people's front yards?

MS. SCHURER: You know, it sounds m ni mal when
you say it that way.

MR. WALSH: Yeah, it's a much bigger --
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MS. SCHURER
MR. WALSH: -
JUDGE HAYNES:

t he whol e communi

400 feet.

- aesthetic problem

VWhat

ty 1Is

i nterested

l'ines from going overhead.

MR. WALSH: Yes.

MR. SCHURER

in stopping these

The whol e comunity.

Judge, |

were 40 peopl e.

not one person that

over head |i nes.

over head |i nes.

And of

Everyone said,

They

to have them at all.

JUDGE HAYNES:
MR. PARI SE
JUDGE HAYNES:

MR. PARI SE

conversations with other

different group,

sai d,

was at

must be buried

Okay.

Thi s

t hat

t hose 40 peopl e,

We do not

you're telling me is that

meeting and there

t here was
Let's go forward with the
want the

if we're going

is John Parise, your Honor.

Yes.

And on the other

hand, |'ve

peopl e there, which

and there's a spokesman for

And they're not willing to pay anything.

JUDGE HAYNES:

MS. SCHURER

Okay.

Al |

right,

this

is Cam Il e.

had
is a

t hat .
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They' ve got to cone forward. That's
hear say.
MR. PARI SE: You know the guy, Kevin, we're
tal ki ng about ?

MR. WALSH: If you're tal king about Joe Orr, he
was supposed to call in here. After March 11th's
meeting, he's the one that put Ruben on the spot.

He's actually spearheading his 890 menbers to pay

for it.
MS. SCHURER: Who's this, Kevin?
MR. WALSH: Joe Orr.
So, John, | think between the original
meeting on December 4th and March 11th, when he

actually was informed that the poles were going on

t he parkway, you can talk to Ruben, he and the

alderman -- he's driving the alderman crazy about
this -- he is not in conjunction with putting those
pol es on the parkway.

He was expl ained that they were going
to go on the easement behind the people's home.
JUDGE HAYNES: Okay.

MR. WALSH: So you may want to followup with
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him because he's not on-board.

MR. PARI SE: You know what it comes down to,
t hough, | hope everything works out for you guys,
really.

MS. SCHURER: You have the power to make it work
for us, John.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ckay. You know what, how
about -- the week of April 14th isn't good for ne.
What about April 10th, that's two weeks --

MS. SCHURER: \What are we doing?
JUDGE HAYNES: Three weeks.
MR. WALSH: Monday, April 10th.
MR. GOLDSTEI N: Thur sday.
JUDGE HAYNES: That's three weeks.
What about April 3rd? | think that's

spring break for a |lot of people, isn't it?

MS. SCHURER: \What are you doing on that date?

JUDGE HAYNES: Anot her status hearing.

MS. SCHURER: There, in your office?

JUDGE HAYNES: Correct. But we could have the
call-in number.

MR. PARISE: W can do it the sane way we're
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peopl e?

MR. SCHURER: Yes.

JUDGE HAYNES: s April 10th acceptable?

MR. WALSH: It's fine with nme.

JUDGE HAYNES: M . Gol dstein?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Fine with me.

JUDGE HAYNES: Ms. Schurer?

MS. SCHURER: | can do that.

JUDGE HAYNES: You can call in on April 10th?
MS. SCHURER: Yes.

JUDGE HAYNES: And is this time of day good for
MR. GOLDSTEI N: Can we do it in the morning?
MS. SCHURER: | would prefer about this time.
MR. GOLDSTEI N: |f she prefers it, | prefer it.
JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. So 1:00 o'clock on

April 10th?

MS. SCHURER: Yes.

MR. PARI SE: G ve ne two seconds to make sure if

this number is okay then.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay.

(Short pause.)
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MR. PARI SE: April the 10th at 1:00 p.m, is
t hat correct?
JUDGE HAYNES: Yes.

MS. SCHURER: Yes.

MR. WALSH: John, you'll send out those e-mails?

MR. PARI SE: | will send the e-mails to the
group. "1l send the e-mail out today. And t hen
"1l followup -- as soon as | get the information on
t he engineering cost, |I'll send an e-mail to this
very same group, to all of us, so we'll all get the

numbers at the same tine.

JUDGE HAYNES: And is it going to be the sane
call -in nunmber?

MR. PARI SE: It will be the same call-in number.
"1l include that in the invite, the cal endar
invite.

MS. SCHURER: OCkay. Great .

MR. WALSH: Thanks. See you | ater.

JUDGE HAYNES: Thank you.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled
matter was continued to

April 10th, 2008, 1:00 p.m)
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